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The Sunshine Regionõs Spring 2009 Convention was held in Fort Myers, FL on May 8, 9, 
and  10, 2009.  It was sponsored by Scale Rails of Southwest Florida, Inc., a 100% 
NMRA club.  This is the third convention this club has sponsored, so they have the 
experience to put on a great convention.  Scale Rails likes to pu t on conventions with 
a variety of things to do so everyone, including spouses, will leave saying òI wish I had 
more time to do é.tooó.  This convention included an operating session on Friday 
afternoon at a home layout; an opportunity to operate the clubõs NTRAK switching 
puzzle; some truly great home layout tours  on Sunday; 13 clinics including 3 make and 
take clinics; the model contest room which not only  had models and photos for the 
contest, but also crafts by sp ouses for a craft contest and an area for models on 
display only;  there w ere a few select dealers set up to sell their materials; a cruise 
for the spouses;  a great banquet; and of course an auction.  The following are a few 
photos of various parts of the convention.

 
As is usual with all conventions, old 
friends get together and chew the fat, 
a lot.  

 
And also as usual, the registration desk 
was a hang out for finding friends just 
checking in.  



 
This convention featured three make 
and take clinics.  The above photo 
shows attendees in the proce ss of 
making trees, a clinic le d by Stan 
Seeds, MMR, our Region President and 
Scale Rails Treasurer. 

 
This photo shows the make and take 
clinic to build a small timber RR bridge 
from a bag a stic ks, a clinic led by 
Peter Gross, Registrar for the 
convention and Scale Rails President. 

 

This photo shows Jim Morse giving a 
clinic of modeling with alternative 
materials.  Jim also led a make and 
take clinic on weathering structures 
and rolling stock using chalks.   Jim is 
Scale Railsõ Secretary. 

 
Lee Dobyns, Scale Railsõ electronics 
wizard,  conducted a clinic on scratch 
building turnouts using the Fast Track 
jigs.  

 
Bruce Metcalf conducted a clinic of 
how to have your model railroad tell a 
story.  

 



Jim Gore conducted a clinic on building 
models using card stock, a somewhat 
forgotten craft.  

 
Ken Edmier conducted a clinic on the 
Tehachapi loop. 
There were many other clinics as well 
and everyone had a really good time.  
 

 
On Saturday evening we had a very well 
attended banquet with prime rib and 
shrimp, and there w as nothing left 
over!  After the banquet the model 
contest awards were given. The model 
contest had a number of outstanding 
models entered, as well as crafts from 
spouses.  The display only table was 
also full of outstanding models.   
 
The contest results were as follows:  

Presidents award:  Jim Gore, 
card stock Engine House 
Achievement Program 
Chairman Award:  Jim Gore, 
Hunters Mercantile  

Best of Show:  Mathew Gatof, 
FEC 1/29 scale GP38-2 engine 
Popular Vote:  Jim Gore,  
Hunters Mercantile  
1st  Place Diesel:  Mathew Gatof, 
 FEC 1/29 scale GP38-2 
1st  Place Non Revenue:  Rod 
Perkins,  DSRR SN42 Flanger 
1st  Place Passenger Car: Oren 
Stephans, Combine with 
Observation Platform  
1st  Place Online Display:  Lee 
Weiss, Lunchtime at Reaghans 
1st  Place Offline Structure:  Joe 
Sharp, Waterfront Willies  
1st  Place Offline Display:  Jim 
Gore, Hunters Mercantile  
1st  Place Freight Car:  Darrin 
Kerwin, Penn Central Covered 
Hopper 
1st  Place Color Prototype 
Photo:  Darrin Kerwin, Passing 
Trains 
1st  Place B&W Prototype 
Photo:  Darrin Kerwin, Night 
Train 
1st  Place Arts and Crafts:  Jill 
Perkins, Vacation Scrapbook 

 
Three Merit awards were given at the 
Contest as well.  Additionally, the SSR 
has recently awarded six Merit awards, 
four AP Certificates, and a Golden 
Spike.  Jim Morse, of Cape Coral, 
received his Golden Spike Award for his 
work on his On30 layout. Rod Perkins 
was "reissued" AP Certificates for 
Motive Power and Association 
Volunteer, which he had earned back in 
1980 while in the Central Region. The 
Certificates had been lost  in a fire. Rick 
Shoup was the National AP Chairman at 
that time, so Rick signed Rod's new 
issues.  Dennis Little has received AP 
Certificates for Cars and Chief 


